Client
Fordham Bedford Housing Corporation
Status
Completed 2018
Size
3 buildings, 182,000 s.f. of built space on
138,000 s.f. of site
Construction Cost
$59,500,000

Structural
T.Y. Lin International
MEP
Abraham Joselow, PE, PC
Green Consultant
Bright Power, Inc
Landscape
RKLA
Construction
Cheever Development Corporation
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The addition of Serviam Heights to
the campus of Mount Saint Ursula
in the Bronx creates 187 units of
affordable, independent, senior living in two residential buildings. The
project consists of the adaptive reuse
of a historic convent dating from
1888 and the conversion of a 1960s
chapel into a community center, in
combination with new construction.
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The former convent was reconfigured
and designed with studio units whose
high ceilings and tall windows provide
an abundance of daylight. Large community rooms with old world charm
and offices for social services are
located on the second floor. An enclosed passageway with stained-glass
fenestration connects the convent’s elevator lobby to the chapel community
center, which also boasts beautifully
restored stained-glass windows dating
from the early 1960s.
The new construction features onebedroom apartments with bay windows and open living-kitchen spaces,
a lounge area on every floor, and two
cozy rooftop terraces, giving seniors a
variety of opportunities to commune.
Throughout the complex high efficiency lighting, fixtures and appliances are
used. Additional amenities provided
are laundry facilities in each building
and accessory senior support offices.
All three buildings feature barrier free
design and are connected through a
series of passageways, allowing residents to travel between them without
going outside.
OCV took advantage of the expansive
sloped site to create multiple terraced
outdoor areas for gathering, gardening, barbecuing, and exercising, as
well as on-site parking for this senior
community. In addition, residents
have access to Serviam Gardens, an
existing senior community on campus
with its own series of gathering areas,
gardening beds, and an intensive rooftop terrace overlooking the entire site.
The entire campus is registered as
a New York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) site. The project
falls under HPD’s Senior Affordable
Rental Apartments (SARA) Program
and is Enterprise Green Communities
certified.
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